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Main Ideas and ln1portant Details
By Hal Cafone and Ron Cramer
Teachers are showing an increasing
interest in learning centers as one way
of individualizing their language arts
program. When learning centers are
well-planned and properly organized
they can be an exciting modification
of current classroom organization, or
they can entirely replace current
organization
depending
on
the
teachers' predilections. A very practical resource book entitled Individualizing Reading Instruction With Learning
Stations and Centers is now available
from Riverside Learning Associates,
Inc., P.O . Box 134, Evansville,
Indiana, 47701.
An excellent book of readings is
available from Allyn and Bacon. The
book, Elementary Reading Instruction: Selected Materials, 2nd edition,
by Beery, Barrett and Powell is
sponsored by The International Reading Association.
Wishes, Lies and Dreams: Teaching
Children to Write Poetry, by Kenneth
Koch, is a book about writing poetry
by a successful poet. This book can be
obtained in paperback at many bookstores or newsstands for $1.9 5. It is
published by Vintage Books/Chelsea
House Publishers. It is an excellent
book, extremely readable, loaded with
children's writings and contains a host
of ideas for classroom use. Secondary
teachers will find it quite as useful as
elementary teachers.
Drama in the classroom anyone?
An excellent resource that many
teachers may not be familiar with is a
monthly publication called Plays: The
Drama Magazine for Young People, ·
published monthly October through
May. The subscription cost is $8.00 a
year and may be obtained from Plays,
Inc., 8 Arlington St., Boston, ' Mass.,
02116. The magazine contains plays
appropriate for elementary and
secondary children. Subscribers are
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entitled to produce all plays royaltyfree.
From time to time all of us have
wondered about the differences that
might occur in reading instruction if
our language wasn't what it is. Indeed
the Initial Teaching Alphabet and
some linguistic readers are evidence
that show some of us have gone
beyond the wondering stage. Have you
also wondered how reading is taught in
other countries? What are the distinctive features of Finnish and how do
these features affect reading instruction in Finland? Do Japanese teachers
use approaches similar to our own?
Does a teacher in Leningrad choose
from among a number of tll\llChing
procedures, materials and approaches
that are distinctly at variance with
those choices available to a teacher in
Pontiac? Descriptions of current
practices and trends of reading and
writing instruction in thirteen countries can be found in Comparative
Reading: Cross-National Studies of
Behavior and Processes in Reading and
Writing, by John Downing (Macmillan,
1973). In addition, the reader will find
theoretical and methodological aspects
of cross national research described
thoroughly in the first part of this.
two-part book.
In addition to Downing's book,
those seeking a wider understanding of
other countries attempts to deal with
reading will do well to obtain a copy
of Reading For all, the proceeding., of
the fourth IRA World Congress on
Reading held in Buenos Aires in 1972.
Also, Folklore and Folktales Around
the World, Ruth K. Carlson (Editor) is
an interesting IRA offering in the
Perspectives in Reading Series.
Those interested in the sociology of
reading in this country might well like
to read a slim volume from the
International Reading Association,

Social Perspectives on Reading, edited
by James B. McDonald. This paperback is the 17th in the IRA's
"Perspectives" series and the various
papers deal with such diverse topics as
politics, racism, the reading establishment, television and values as they
relate to the teaching of reading.
It should be no surprise to teachers
that there are problems associated
with both formal and informal means
of testing. One of the more interesting
books of readings on the subject,
Assessment Problems in Reading,
Walther H. MacGinitie (editor) has
recently been published by IRA. You
might especially be interested in R.
Thorndike's article, "Dilemmas in
Diagnosis," and the concern he has
about the level of confidence the
practitioner can place on the difference between two scores.

For many years Edgar Dale published a "little" newsletter, quarto in
format, that packed an educational
wallop far greater than one might
expect of its slim four pages. Dr. Dale
now is retired and the newsletter went
out of publication sometime ago.
However, he did pull together some of
the newsletters and published them in
book form in 1967 under the title of
"Can You Give the Public What it
Wants?" Watch the shelves at your
local department stores and you may
be fortunate enough to pick up that
book for as little as $ .88; it will be the
bargain of your teaching life. Many of
the essays are timeless and you'll enjoy
and profit from reading "Good Writing
Makes Good Reading" and "Why
Aren't We Smarter?" and a few others
on communications and teaching. (We
got ours at K-Mart!)
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